San Bernardino Jury Delivers Our Client Justice
With a $7.8 Million Dollar Verdict
December 19, 2017. After a 6-week jury trial, justice was served.
Our client was the front passenger in a Prius on the way to Las Vegas. The Prius ran out of gas
and tried to get off the freeway and was hit from behind by a big rig gas tanker truck. Our
client had significant injuries including several broken vertebrae in her neck and back and she
spent almost 2 months in the hospital.
The trucking company refused to take responsibility
and blamed the entire crash on the Prius driver for
running out of gas and not pulling off the road
safely. They even blamed our client for making a last
minute decision to go to Las Vegas in the middle of
the night after she had been drinking at a bowling
alley and a bar.
The trucking company’s three defense lawyers
claimed she made an amazing recovery. They
showed the jury her Instagram posts at a Zumba
class and deep sea fishing, in a pathetic attempt to
prove she had fully recovered.
But the truth is she had not fully recovered and still
lives with chronic neck and back pain. After the
crash she lost her career as a talented singersongwriter.
In the end, after three days of deliberation the jury rendered the following verdict:
Past Economic Loss
-Medical Expenses = $543,053.38
-Lost Earnings = $27,000.00
Future Economic Loss
-Medical Expenses = $932,000.00
-Lost Earnings = $110,000.00

Past Pain and Suffering = $3,150,000.00
Future Pain and Suffering = $3,075,000.00
Total Verdict= $7,837,053.38
The jury found that the truck driver was 99% at fault for the crash, and the Prius driver was 1%
at fault.
After apportionment, and costs and interest are added to the verdict, the total judgment for
her will be approaching $10 million dollars.
We ended the trial by playing her Grammy-nominated Japanese reggae song in the courtroom
and sharing her original lyrics from it with the jury:
“Never Give Up
Getting Better
Now You Stand Up
Be a Dreamer”
After the trial, I got the three biggest compliments of my career. The first was from my client
who told me “you felt my pain.” Another was from a juror who told me “many times during
the trial, I felt what you felt.”
The third and funniest was from a different juror who said “it was like watching you guys play
college ball and the defense lawyers were in the peewees!”
This was a team effort and could not have been won without my trial co-counsels and
brothers-in-arms fellow SGW lawyers William Gilmore and Adam Lugo.
We are personal injury trial lawyers. We help people who have been seriously injured and
families who have lost their loved ones.
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